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I'd  tell  her  there's  not  a  more  busy,  frenzied,  harried 
life  to  be  found  (than  that  of  the  librarian).  The  students 
will  treat  her  as  a  human  being.  They'll  make  her  a  confi- 
dant. They'll  ask  her  for  personal  and  vocational  guidance. 
She'll  have  the  closest  contact  possible  with  books  and 
young  people — two  of  the  most  fascinating  elements  of  life.1 


1.   Camille  L.  Baxter,  "School  Daze,"  Wilson  Library  Bulletin, 
XX  (January,  194b),  pp.  364-365. 


CHAPTER  I 
INTRODUCTION 

General  Statement 
The  problem  of  this  investigation  is  to  trace  the  growth 
and  the  development  of  library  service  in  the  enrichment  of 
the  Polk  County  elementary  School  Program  in  order  to  furnish 
a  base  for  the  future  planning  of  elementary  library  service. 

Specific  Problems 
In  attempting  a  problem  of  this  sort,  many  specific  prob- 
lems arise,  such  as: 

What  is  the  value  of  the  centralized  library? 

When  did  centralized  library  service  begin  in  the  Polk 
County  Elementary  Schools? 

How  many  centralized  elementary  libraries  are  there  in 
Polk  County? 

How  are  the  library  books  secured? 

What  type  of  publicity  program  is  used? 

Where  are  the  libraries  located? 

How  were  the  libraries  organized? 

Do  the  libraries  have  an  adequate  physical  set-up? 

How  do  the  libraries  supplement  the  regular  reading 
program? 

Is  there  a  visual  aid  program  in  connection  with  the 
library? 

Is  there  a  file  for  recordings? 

What  community  relations  exist? 

Is  there  a  salary  supplement  adequate  for  elementary 
librarians? 


-  2  - 
Do  the  librarians  have  adequate  training? 

Definition  of  Terms 

Elementary  Program— This  program  usually  includes  the 
first  six  grades  of  school.  If  a  kindergarten  has  been  es- 
tablished, it  is  considered  a  part  of  the  elementary  school. 
Often  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  are  included* 

Centralized  Library— The  one  agency  in  the  school  or- 
ganized -co  handle  materials  which  are  circulated  through  the 
school,   xhis  organized  agency  includes  books  and  reference 
materials,  such  as:  magazines,  pamphlets,  maps,  charts,  pic- 
tures, and  visual  aids.  Selections  of  good  recordings  are 
being  filed  in  many  centralized  libraries, 

Basic  Assumptions 

Since  the  curriculum  has  widened  and  the  main  emphasis 
is  no  longer  on  the  three  R's,  but  is  concerned  with  the  en- 
richment of  life,  the  elementary  library  is  an  integral  part 
of  the  total  school  program, ^ 

Basic  Hypotheses 

There  is  no  area  in  which  consistant  long-term  planning 
is  more  important  than  the  school  plant  activity,5  The  old 
buildings  in  Polk  County  did  not  have  space  included  for  cen- 


2.  Boyd  H,  Bode,  Modern  Educational  Theories,  p,  27, 

3,  Selmer  H,  Berg,  "Long  Range  School  Planning,"  The  Nation's 

Schools,  XXIII  (April,  1939;,  as  quoted  by  Arthur  B, 
Moehlman,  School  Administration,  p,  416, 
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trail zed  libraries,  but  the  new  buildings  are  including  ade- 
quate library  space.  Moehlman4  believes  that  teachers  should 
give  reports  on  building  use  and  needs  and  that  principals 
should  prepare  information  concerning  the  use  of  the  buildings, 
curricular  fit,  and  the  growth  of  the  attendance  district. 

Many  schools  have  librarians  who  have  had  no  library 
training,  xhese  librarians  should  be  encouraged  to  take 
courses  in  library  science,  This  training  would  give  addi- 
tional enrichment  to  the  library  service  of  the  school. 

it  takes  more  than  textbooks  to  build  a  sound  educa- 
tional program,0  An  integrated  curriculum  requires  children 
to  use  many  books  and  a  variety  of  reference  materials.  They 
need  to  acquire  skill  in  seeking  information. 

Hie  elementary  library  provides  a  basis  for  the  modern 
reading  program.  Hftucators  are  coming  to  appreciate  the  vital 
relationship  which  exists  between  reading  skills  and  reading 
activities,  it  is  only  through  extensive  reading  that  child- 
ren learn  to  form  their  own  judgments  about  books  and  develop 
standards  of  taste  and  appreciation*6* 

An  excellent  quality  of  human  relationships  can  be  es- 
tablished by  the  cooperation  of  all  concerned  in  the  continu- 
ous and  consistant  planning  and  guiding  of  the  elementary 


4.  Arthur  B.  Moehlman,  School  Administration,  p.  417 

b.  (ieneral  .extension  Division,  Report  of  Polk  County  Work- 
shop, 1945,  Bartow,  Florida,  1943,  p.  101. 

b.  Jewel  Gardiner  and  Leo  B.  Baisden,  Administering  Library 
Service  in  the  elementary  School,  p.  8. 
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library. 

The  library  is  one  of  the  principal  means  through  which 
the  school  reaches  its  educational  aims  and  it  is  important 
for  the  administrator,  as  well  as  the  librarian,  to  know  some- 
thing of  the  factors  determining  the  library's  value. 

The  Need  for  the  Study 

The  administration  of  the  library  program  must  receive 
serious  attention  by  the  principal.  Just  as  the  permanent 
organization  of  the  school  is  based  on  community  needs,  so 
the  library  activities  should  be  organized  in  the  light  of 

rt 

the  school  needs. 

•fhis  study  proposes  to  trace  the  growth  and  development 
of  library  service  in  the  elementary  school  program  showing 
its  value  to  the  school  program.  With  a  county  record  of 
what  has  been  accomplished  in  the  elementary  library  service, 
there  will  be  a  definite  understanding  of  the  needs  of  elem- 
entary library  service  in  the  county  and  it  will  be  helpful 
in  the  planning  and  guidance  of  elementary  library  service. 

The  County  Office  of  Public  Instruction  has  given  per- 
mission for  this  study  to  be  made  and  feels  that  it  will  be 
a  worthwhile  contribution. 

Incidence  of  the  Problem 

The  investigator,  with  the  aid  of  her  faculty,  organized 


7.  William  C.  Reavis,  Paul  R.  Pierce,  and  Vuilliam  H.  Stullkin, 
u?he  Elementary  School,  p.  283. 
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an  elementary  library  for  her  school  during  the  school  year, 
1947-48.  Having  had  no  training  in  library  service,  she  and 
the  teacher-librarian  enrolled  in  a  library  service  course 
conducted  in  Winter  Haven,  Florida,  through  the  cooperation 
of  the  General  Extension  Division,  Gainesville,  Florida. 
This  course  was  offered  during  the  fall  term,  September- 
December,  1947. 

•  The  Polk  County  Office  of  Public  Instruction  was  ex- 
tremely helpful  in  directing  the  organization  of  this  library. 
Mrs.  Julia  W.  Snook,  Director  of  Polk  County  Elementary  Super- 
vision, and  Mrs.  Dora  C.  Phillips,  Assistant  Supervisor  of 
Elementary  Instruction,  gave  many  helpful  suggestions  and 
aids. 

The  writer  became  library  conscious  and  eager  to  study 
library  achievement  in  the  Polk  County  School  Program.  Find- 
ing that  the  county  had  no  record  of  elementary  library  ser- 
vice showing  the  growth,  development,  and  value  of  the  service 
in  the  county,  the  writer  proposed  to  make  such  a  record  which 
should  be  of  value  to  the  supervisors,  principals,  teachers, 
and  librarians  in  planning  and  directing  elementary  library 
service  in  Polk  County. 

Related  Literature 

The  following  material  is  outstanding  in  the  field  of 

elementary  library  service: 

Library  in  the  School  by  Lucile  F.  Fargo,  Chicago: 
American  Library  Association,  1947.  p.  405. 
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This  book  is  a  basic  text,  dealing  with  prin- 
ciples, attitudes,  administrative  and  financial  back- 
grounds, and  fundamentals  of  method  for  use  all  along 
the  way.   It;  recognizes  that  a  pupil's  library  ex- 
perience should,  like  his  total  educational  experience, 
be  a  continuous  process.  It  also  recognizes  that  the 
librarian  should  be  familiar  with  a  total  library  pro- 
gram from  kindergarten  to  senior  high  school. 

Even  though  this  book  is  dealing  primarily  with 
library  work  at  the  secondary  level,  no  prospective 
librarian  should  be  without  it.  The  writer  shows  a 
keen  understanding  of  the  total  school  program  and  its 
relationship  to  the  library. 


Activity  Book  for  School  Libraries  by  Lucile  F.  Fargo. 
Chicago:  American  Library  Association,  1938.  p.  208. 

This  is  a  book  of  purposeful  undertakings  of  boys 
and  girls  in  the  school  library.   Practical  ideas  are 
furnished  for  carrying  out  phases  of  the  school  program 
in  which  the  library  group  plays  a  part.   Actual  pro- 
jects, enterprises,  and  undertakings  are  set  forth. 
Some  of  the  activities  are:  hobbies,  personal  libraries, 
contests,  games,  drill,  exhibits,  bulletin  boards,  pos- 
ters, movies,  radio,  and  newspaper  publicity.  The  li- 
brarian and  her  assistants  will  find  joy  in  these  stimu- 
lating suggestions. 


Teacher-Librarians  Handbook  by  Mary  Peacock  Douglas. 
Chicago1  American  Library  Association,  1939.  p.  136. 

The  purpose  of  this  book  is  to  guide  the  untrained 
teacher-librarian.   It  provides  an  outline  of  suggestions 
and  techniques  for  developing  a  school  library  program. 
The  title  is  self-explanatory. 

The  untrained  teacher-librarian  will  find  it  to  be 
an  excellent  guide.  Much  time  will  be  saved  by  having 
a  correctly  organized  library.   After  training  has  been 
secured,  the  organization  will  not  have  to  be  redone. 

The  vision  of  what  library  service  can  mean  to  the 
school  makes  it  worthwhile  not  only  for  the  teacher- 
librarian,  but  also  for  the  administrators,  the  super- 
visors, and  the  teachers. 
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Administering;  Library  Servl  ce  in  the  Elementary  Sda  ool 
by  Jewel  Gardiner  and  Leo  B.  Baisden.  Chicago: 
American  Library  Association,  1941.  p.  161. 

This  book  is  addressed  to  superintendents,  to  prin- 
cipals, to  teacher-librarians,  to  classroom  teachers,  to 
librarians  in  public  libraries,  and  to  instructors  in 
library  schools.   The  writers  recognize  the  fact  that 
the  administration  and  organization  of  an  elementary 
school  library  involves  the  skillful  coordination  of 
the  field  of  librarianship,  the  field  of  teaching,  and 
the  field  of  school  administration. 

Fargo^  states  that  she  referred  more  frequently 
to  the  secondary  school,  because  of  the  availability 
of  this  excellent  text  for  work  in  the  lower  grades. 


The  Children's  Book  on  How  to  Use  Books  and  Libraries 
by  Carolyn  Mott  and  Leo  B.  Baisden.  New  York: 
Scribners  Sons,  1937.  p.  207. 

The  writers  give  children  definite  instruction  in 
the  use  of  facilities  provided  for  them  in  the  modern 
school  library.   It  includes  essential  skills  of  learn- 
ing, such  as  J  the  use  of  tables  of  contents,  alphabetical 
card  files,  encyclopedias,  dictionaries,  globes,  and 
maps.   Clever  illustrations  make  it  a  more  attractive 
guide  for  children  in  learning  the  techniques  essential 
to  effective  use  of  books  and  libraries. 


Magazines  for  School  Libraries  by  Laura  Katherine  Martin. 
New  iork:  H.  W.  Wilson  Company,  1947.  p.  202 

If  a  school  has  the  problem  of  selecting  the  right 
type  of  magazine  and  providing  good  magazines  that  will 
meet  uhe  needs,  interests,  and  abilities  of  the  pupils, 
this  book  is  an  excellent  guide. 

The  section  dealing  with  magazines  for  elementary 
schools  will  be  a  helpful  guide  to  elementary  teachers 
and  librarians.   The  need  for  better  magazines  for  chil- 
dren is  well  presented.   Individual  appraisal  is  given 
concerning  recommended  magazines. 


8.  Lucile  F.  Fargo,  The  Library  in  the  School,  p.  viii. 
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A  Basic  Book  Collection  for  Elementary  Grades  by  A 
Joint  Committee  of  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion, National  Education  Association,  and  National 
Council  of  Teachers  of  English.   Gretchen  Wester- 
velt,  Chairman,   Chicago:  American  Library  Associa- 
tion, 1943.  p.  133. 

This  collection  is  a  list  of  books  suited  for  cur- 
ricular  purposes  and  for  recreational  reading.   The 
books  for  the  primary  grades  are  grouped  together  in 
the  section  entitled,  "Picture  Books  and  Easy  Books." 
Throughout  the  list,  grade  levels  are  given  for  each 
title.   This  offers  a  clue  to  the  general  age  at  which 
a  book  will  be  useful  or  enjoyable.   In  selecting  books 
it  is  wise  to  follow  such  a  selection,  due  to  the  great 
importance  of  children  having  suitable  reading  material. 

ihe  above  books  pertain  only  to  the  library.  However, 
in  the  field  of  education  most  of  the  books  have  sections 
dealing  with  the  library  or  significant  references  concern- 
ing it.   Periodicals  and  manuals  have  excellent  material. 
j.his  literature  emphasizes  the  value  of  the  library  to  the 
educational  program,  as  is  shown  in  the  following  paragraphs. 

improved  instructional  procedures  for  teachers  and 
varied  sources  of  information  for  the  pupils  can  be  obtained 
by  making  the  school  library  a  vitalized  part  of  the  school's 
program  of  studies,   ihe  library  can  become  the  hub  of  the  in- 
structional procedure  if  it  ceases  to  be  the  traditional  ref- 
erence center  and  is  made  available  for  use  as  part  of  the 
classroom  and  subject  instruction. ^ 

xhe  library  should  be  made  a  part  of  the  school.   The 
librarian  and  the  teacher  should  be  controlled  by  the  same 


9.  Thomas  E.  Carson  and  Ruth  Ann  Davies,  "Teaching  and  the 
Library,"  School  Review,  University  of  Chicago  Press, 
(February,  1948),  p.  92 
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objective,  namely,  the  wholesome  development  of  the  pupil. !0 

Jacobson  and  Reavis11  call  attention  to  ohe  fact  that 
the  school  library  is  an  outgrowth  of  the  attention  given  to 
individual  differences.   These  necessitate  a  library  in  order 
that  the  learning  materials  may  be  classified,  centralized, 
and  accounted  for. 

Relationships  in  a  library  offer  many  opportunities  for 
training  in  democratic  living  which  cannot  be  experienced  in 
the  classroom.  Books  must  be  shared,  kept  in  order,  and  re- 
turned on  time;  general  consideration  for  others,  including 
the  use  of  public  property,  must  be  observed.1^ 

Kopel13  believes  that  no  single  book  is  a  substitute 
for  a  rich  library  and  for  a  teacher  who  understands  children 
and  books,  and  how  to  bring  them  together. 

Otto14  states: 

All  thinking  people  who  are  informed  about  the 
purposes  of  education,  the  nature  of  the  learning 
process,  and  the  curriculum  and  instructional  pro- 
cedures in  today's  elementary  schools  are  agreed  on 
the  important  contribution  which  library  service 
makes  to  the  character  and  quality  of  the  educational 
program. 


10.  William  C.  Reavis,  Paul  R.  Pierce,  and  Edwin  H,  Stullkin, 

The  Elementary  School.  p.  269 

11.  Paul  D.  Jacobson  and  William  C.  Reavis,  Duties  of  School 

Principals,  p.  637. 

12.  Florida  State  College  for  Women,  Library  Science  Depart- 

ment, Elementary  School  Library  Manual ,  p.  7. 

15.  David  Kopel,  "Procedures  for  Evaluating  Textbooks  in 
Reading, "  Journal  of  Experimental  Education,  XII 
(September,  1943;,  p.  36 

14.  Henry  J.  Otto,  Elementary  School  Organization  and  Ad- 
ministration, p.  3t>9. 
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Procedure  in  Collecting  Data 

The  data  were  secured  principally  from  two  sources,  the 
first  being  the  teacher-librarians,  and  the  second  the  elemen- 
tary principals,   xhe  means  used  to  obtain  the  information 
were  primarily  questionnaire,  correspondence,  and  personal 
visits,   xhe  questionnaire  was  presented  to  the  librarians 
and  principals  at  a  meeting  of  the  Polk  County  Library  Associa- 
tion,  xhe  principals  having  been  invited  to  attend  this  meet- 
ing, it  made  an  excellent  opportunity  for  distributing  the 
questionnaires  and  for  making  any  necessary  explanations  con- 
cerning this  study. 

-The  questionnaire  has  come  in  for  some  discredit  in  sta- 
tistical circles  because  when  used  alone  there  seems  to  be 
come  danger  ohat  the  information  received  by  its  use  will  be 
incomplete,  inaccurate,  or  unrepresentative.  For  this  reason 
the  questionnaire  was  personally  presented  and  the  other  two 
methods  used. 

xhe  investigator  has  reviewed  related  literature  in  the 
field  of  elementary  library  service,   xhe  review  of  litera- 
ture continued  until  the  additional  reading  seemed  to  contri- 
bute very  little  new  material;  consequently,  it  was  felt  that 
the  field  had  been  substantially  covered. 


CHAPTER  II 
DEVELOPMENT  OF  POLK  COUNTY  ELEMENTARY  LIBRARIES 

Administrators,  supervisors,  and  teachers  in  Polk  County 
have  worked  patiently  in  the  building  of  elementary  libraries. 
Excellent  cooperation  of  all  concerned  has  been  manifested  and 
a  fine  spirit  of  democratic  human  relations  has  been  shown. 

In  1932,  Frank  E.  Brigham,  later  Polk  County  School 
Superintendent,  was  given  some  books.  He  was  so  interested 
in  Polk  County  Schools  having  supplementary  material,  that  he 
took  those  books  in  his  car  and  distributed  them  among  the 
schools  in  which  the  need  was  greatest. 

The  county  office  continued  to  distribute  book  boxes. 
Teachers  added  to  classroom  collections  whenever  possible. 
Some  of  the  high  schools  in  the  county  prepared  boxes  of  books 
from  the  high  school  library  and  these  were  used  in  the  elemen- 
tary classrooms, 

Mrs.  Julia  W.  Snook  was  one  of  the  teachers  to  welcome 
the  use  of  these  book  boxes.   Later  when  she  was  an  elemen- 
tary principal  and  had  the  opportunity  of  making  suggestions 
concerning  a  county  workshop,  she  requested  that  a  library 
service  group  be  included.  This  request  was  granted  provided 
Mrs.  Snook  would  become  a  member  of  this  group,  which  was  the 
1943  Library  Service  Group.   The  group  did  such  an  outstand- 
ing piece  of  v/ork  that  it  was  used  as  the  basis  for  Florida 
School  Bulletin,  Library  Manual,  December,  1943. 

The  remainder  of  this  chapter  presents  the  important 
steps  in  the  development  of  Polk  County  Elementary  Libraries, 
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During  this  development,  the  elementary  supervisors  have 
rendered  service  of  inestimable  value. 

1945  Workshop15 


The  organization  and  accomplishments  of  the  first  Folk 
County  Library  Group  follows: 


Director: 


Dr.  J.  Broward  Culpepper, 
Supervising  Principal, 
Tallahassee,  Florida 


Library  Consultant:  Miss  Sara  Krentzman 

Demonstration  School, 
Florida  State  University, 
Tallahassee,  Florida 


Library  Group: 


Sallie  B.  Arrington 
Lucile  Bell 
Hazel  G.  Brown 
Oveda  Z.  Caldwell 
Mabel  T.  Christy 
Elizabeth  S.  Connor 
Leona  S.  Davis 
Bernice  J,  Holm 
Elsie  P.  Laughlin 
Willeva  Roberts 
Doris  Scarbrough 
Julia  W.  Snook 
Minnie  H.  Wallace 
Roberta  C.  Whiteside 


Florida  Program 
for 
Improvement  of  Schools 
Cooperating 

General  Extension  Division 
Florida  State  College  for  Women 
Florida  State  Department  of  Education 
Polk  County  Board  of  Public  Instruction 


15.  General  Extension  Division,  Report  of  Polk  County  Work- 
shop, pp.  97-120. 
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The  library  group  <d  nsisted  of  fourteen  teachers  and 
principals  who  wanted  to  learn  the  procedure  for  organizing 
a  library  in  an  elementary  school  where  there  was  no 
librarian. 

With  the  exception  of  two  members  of  this  group  there 
had  been  no  previous  training  in  library  service.  These  two 
had  had  inadequate  training  and  realized  the  need  for  more 
help. 

Six  of  the  participants  were  from  the  Central  Elementary 
School  in  Winter  Haven,  two  were  from  the  Auburndale  Elemen- 
tary School,  one  was  from  the  elementary  and  junior  high  of 
Bartow,  and  the  others  represented  five  elementary  schools 
throughout  the  county.   Thus  the  Library  Service  Group  made 
specific  plans  for  libraries  in  eight  of  the  elementary 
schools  of  Polk  County. 

It  developed  that  the  Central  Elementary  School  in  Win- 
ter Haven  had  the  physical  equipment  for  a  library — a  room, 
and  one  thousand  books  that  had  not  been  organized.   The 
group  decided  to  adopt  the  organization  of  this  library. 
They  also  decided  to  write  a  manual  which  could  be  used  as 
a  guide  book  for  library  organization  by  elementary  schools 
throughout  the  county.  They  decided  to  include  in  this  manual 
some  county-wide  principles  for  financing  and  administering 
elementary  school  libraries. 

For  individual  problems,  each  participant  adapted  these 
general  principles  of  organization  to  her  own  school.   The 
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consultant  visited  three  of  these  schools  in  order  to  give 
some  advice  in  the  physical  planning.   In  most  cases,  the 
participants  made  actual  lists  of  books  to  be  ordered  for 
their  schools  in  the  fall  and  drew  plans  for  the  physical 
arrangement  of  their  libraries.   The  group  spent  some  time 
discussing  the  state  library  program,  and  each  participant 
had  time  to  evaluate  the  books  added  to  the  State  library 
list  this  summer.  Almost  every  participant  spent  some  time 
visiting  other  groups  which  were  discussing  problems  which 
were  her  own. 

Recommendations 
A  centralized  library  is  an  indispensable  necessity  in 
the  elementary  school,  for  the  following  reasons: 

1.  A  sound  educational  program  cannot  be  built  in 
terms  of  the  mastery  of  a  few  textbooks. 

2.  An  integrated  curriculum  requires  children  to 
use  many  books  and  a  variety  of  reference  ma- 
terials, such  as  magazines,  pamphlets,  maps, 
charts,  pictures,  and  visual  aids  in  solving 
their  problems. 

3.  Pupils  need  to  acquire  skill  in  seeking  informa- 
tion through  various  channels  and  to  become 
familiar  with  reference  and  library  resources. 

4.  Pupils  need  access  to  a  wide  variety  of  litera- 
ture--both  fiction  and  non-fiction. 

o.   It  provides  a  basis  for  guiding  children  in  a 
modern  reading  program. 

6.  It  gives  children  a  real  library  experience 
which  parallels  situations  they  will  encounter 
in  a  high  school. 

7.  It  is  financially  the  most  economical  phase  of ' 
administering  library  service. 
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8,  it  makes  the  entire  book  collection  available 
for  the  use  of  the  maximum  number  of  children 
at  all  times. 

9.  It  provides  flexibility  in  the  use  of  library 
materials. 


It  is  entirely  possible  to  maintain  a  centralized  li- 
brary without  the  full-time  service  of  a  highly  trained  li- 
brarian.  The  key  person  in  the  situation,  of  course,  is  the 
class-room  teacher.  There  are  many  ways  in  which  she  can  co- 
operate actively  uith  the  teacher-librarian  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  library.  However,  this  is  not  an  ideal  set-up 
but  merely  a  workable  one  meeting  the  present  needs  until 
such  time  as  the  administrations,  (both  county  and  local), 
make  it  possible  for  each  elementary  school  or  school  center 
where  more  than  one  elementary  school  is  involved,  to  have  a 
full  time  trained  librarian. 

The  financing  of  the  elementary  school  library  is  the 
greatest  problem  at  the  present  time.  The  appropriation  is 
inadequate  for  building  the  kind  of  libraries  that  are  needed 
in  the  Polk  County  Schools,  and  it  is  also  recommended  that 
the  local  authorities  increase  the  per  capita  appropriation 
as  soon  as  possible  through  the  state  fund  so  that  satis- 
factory schools  can  be  built  for  Polk  County, 

Responsibilities  for  administering  the  library  must  be 
shared  by  all  teachers  in  a  school  where  there  is  no  trained 
librarian.   It  is  recommended  that  one  person  be  made  chair- 
man of  the  library  committee  and  that  she  be  relieved  of  other 
extra  curricular  duties  so  that  she  can  assume  initiative  in 
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working  out  a  library  program,   it  is  further  suggested  that 
this  person  try  to  take  some  courses  in  library  sciences  dur- 
ing her  summer  college  work. 

Suggested  Rules  and  Regulations 

Rules  and  regulations  vary  in  different  schools  and  in 
different  situations.  Therefore,  these  are  merely  suggested 
helps. 

1.  The  library  will  be  open  from to . 

2.  .each  student  may  check  out  only  one  book  at  a  time, 

3.  Books  may  be  checked  out  for  one  week.  If  a  stu- 
dent wishes  to  renew  a  book  he  may  bring  the  book 
back  and  renew  it  for  one  weeko 

4.  Each  student  will  sign  for  his  own  book  and  be  re- 
sponsible for  it  until  it  is  returned. 

5.  A  fine  may  or  may  not  be  charged  for  overdue  books 0 
A  fine  should  not  exceed  two  cents  per  day. 

60  Teachers  may  check  out  as  many  books  as  they  need 
to  use  in  their  classroom  for  a  reasonable  length 
of  time. 

7.  An  atmosphere  will  be  maintained  which  will  give 
everyone  an  opportunity  to  use  and  enjoy  the  li- 
brary. 

8.  The  library  will  be  as  pleasant  and  as  efficient 
as  your  help  will  make  it. 

9.  A  copy  should  be  sent  to  each  room  and  one  copy 
placed  on  the  central  bulletin  board. 

1944  Workshop16 
The  next  step  for  improvement  of  library  service  in  Polk 


16.  General  Extension  Division,  Report  of  the  Polk  County  Work- 
shop, 1944,  pp.  101-111, 
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County  is  shown  in  the  following  report: 

Director:  Dr.  William  A.  Gager,  Associate 

Professor  of  Mathematics,  Univer- 
sity of  Florida,  Gainesville,  Florida 

Library  Consultant:  Miss  Audrey  Newman,  Library  Super- 
visor, Madison  County,  Florida. 

June,  1944 

Twenty-one  teachers  came  together  in  the  Library  Ser- 
vice Group  of  the  1944  Polk  County  Workshop  for  the  purpose 
of  organizing  and  improving  the  library  programs  of  fourteen 
schools  and  one  church. 

Representatives  from  eleven  elementary  schools,  one 
junior  high  school,  and  two  high  schools  were  enrolled;  one 
high  school  teacher  was  to  be  in  charge  of  a  church  library. 
With  the  exception  of  six  members,  the  group  had  had  no 
training  for  library  procedures. 

From  the  problems  presented  during  the  first  three  days, 
it  was  discovered  that  seventeen  persons,  representing  ten 
schools,  were  interested  in  administering  school  libraries, 
and  four  members  wanted  more  knowledge  in  classroom  use  of 
the  library.   Since  "learn  to  do  by  doing"  was  the  group's 
motto,  they  used  the  Bartow  Elementary  Library  as  a  labora- 
tory. Here  the  participants  practiced  the  various  steps  in 
organizing  a  centralized  library  and  actually  decorated  the 
room.   io  demonstrate  their  work,  the  Library  Service  Group 
entertained  the  workshop  at  a  tea  in  the  elementary  library 
on  Thursday  of  the  last  week  of  the  session. 

One  entire  day  was  spent  in  starting  the  organization 
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of  the  various  libraries  represented.  The  consultant  went 
to  Lakeland  with  eight  of  the  group  and  helped  to  organize 
the  preliminary  work  in  two  elementary  schools.   Other  mem- 
bers worked  in  their  own  libraries  on  their  individual  pro- 
jects. 

Realizing  the  necessity  of  cooperation  and  knowledge  of 
all  fields  of  school  work,  almost  all  members  of  the  Library 
Service  Group  had  conferences  with  each  staff  member. 

The  Library  Service  participants  compiled  and  distributed 
a  graded  list  of  exhibit  books  sent  to  the  workshop  by  Miss 
Sara  K,  Krentzman,  Demonstration  School  Librarian  and  Library 
Consultant  for  the  State  Department  of  Education.  The  books 
were  classics  from  the  Demonstration  School  and  collections 
of  new  books  submitted  for  adoption  to  the  State  Library  List. 

Purpose  of  Report 

This  report  of  the  Library  Service  Group  of  1944  Polk 
County  Workshop  is  for  the  purpose  of: 

1.  Encouraging  centralized  libraries  in  public  schools 
in  order  that  all  children  may  realize  the  values  of 
books  for  recreation,  information,  and  the  formation 
of  civic-social  attitudes. 

2.  Aiding  schools  which  find  it  necessary  to  operate 
centralized  libraries  without  the  services  of  a 
trained  librarian, 

3,  Supplementing  the  Florida  School  Bulletin,  December, 
1943,  which  outlines  necessary  methods  of  library 
organization. 

4,  Suggesting  procedures  for  persons  involved  in  or- 
ganizing and  administering  centralized  libraries. 
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5,  iincour aging  the  wise  use  of  district,  civic  club, 
and  state  textbook  funds. 

b.  Pointing  the  way  to  supplement  school  libraries 
through  the  use  of  church  libraries,  through  the 
use  of  public  libraries. 

7.  Encouraging  summer  reading  through  school  facili- 
ties if  no  community  resources  are  available. 

8.  Suggesting  methods  of  publicizing  and  making  at- 
tractive library  book  collections. 

9.  Providing  a  guide  for  school  conferences  and 
faculty  study. 


Suggestions 

Realizing  the  necessity  for  cooperation  in  organizing 
centralized  libraries,  the  Library  Service  Group  makes  the 
following  wide-range  suggestions  for  organization  or  improve- 
ment of  libraries  which  must  function  under  the  direction  of 
a  teacher  committee. 

To  the  State  Department  of  Education: 

1.  That  the  library  consultant  from  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Education  continue  her  services. 

2.  .that  library  books  requisitioned  from  the  State  Li- 
brary Book  Lists  be  received  by  the  counties  during 
the  early  summer  months  for  use  during  first  months 
of  the  term. 

jo  the  County  Administration  and  Supervisor  of  Instructions: 

1.  That  encouragement  of  appropriations  from  district 
funds  be  continued. 

2.  ihat  circulating  book  boxes  be  continued  for  the 
very  small  schools. 

3.  xhat  frequent  circulation  of  books  be  continued  in 
schools  which  have  no  available  room  for  a  central- 
ized library. 
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4.   j.hat  centralized  libraries  be  visited  often  for 
the  purpose  of  offering  suggestions  as  to  decora- 
tion, publicity,  and  better  classroom  usage. 


To  the  School  Principals; 


1.  That  book  lists  and  requisition  blanks  be  made 
available  to  the  teachers  immediately  upon  receipt, 
so  that  books  may  be  ordered,  received,  and  pre- 
pared, to  some  extent,  during  the  summer. 

2.  Ihat  adequate  number  of  copies  of  the  Florida 
School  Bulletin,  December,  1943,  be  macTe- avail- 
able in  order  that  teachers  may  follow  the  instruc- 
tions therein  for  the  ordering  of  books. 

3.  ihat  a  library  chairman  and  library  committee  be 
appointed. 

4.  ihat  the  library  chairman  be  relieved  of  some 
duties  such  as  lunchroom,  playground,  hall,  bus, 
etc.,  in  order  that  she  may  have  time  for  work  in 
the  library.  If  this  is  not  possible,  that  her 
salary  be  supplemented  in  proportion  to  the  extra 
time  spent  on  the  library  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  Polk  County  Textbook  Ad- 
visory Committee. 

5.  That  the  cooperation  of  high  school  and  other  avail- 
able libraries  be  secured. 


ro  the  Teacher-Chairman t 


1.  Ihat  responsibility  for  coordination  and  inter- 
pretation of  the  centralized  library  be  adapted. 

2.  That  all  books,  periodicals,  pamphlets,  and  sup- 
plies be  ordered. 

3.  xhat  each  school  have  some  definite  plans  for  rais- 
ing money  to  supplement  district  and  state  funds 
for  library  books.   Suggested  means  are  carnivals, 
teas,  pet  shows,  and  library  fees. 

4.  ihat  each  teacher  make  a  yearly  list  of  books  for 
purchase. 
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5,  That  eaoh  teacher  encourage  the  formation  of  per- 
sonal libraries  among  her  pupils. 

6.  That  each  teacher  encourage  her  pupils  to  contrib- 
ute to  information  files  and  reliable  collections, 


To  the  Pupils t 


1.  That  pupils  contribute  to  the  organization  of  the 
library  by  acting  as  pupil  assistants  and  uphold- 
ing rules  and  regulations, 

2.  That  pupils  participate  in  club  work  and  make  sug- 
gestions of  books  to  be  ordered,  and  in  publicity 
programs  and  aid  in  decoration  of  the  library. 


Public  Services 

In  pointing  out  the  value  of  a  centralized  school  li- 
brary, the  Library  Service  Group  definitely  feels  that  li- 
brary opportunities  should  not  begin  and  end  with  the  school 
term,  but  should  be  a  continuous  advantage  for  all  pupils. 
In  some  communities,  agencies  such  as  Parent-Teachers  Associa- 
tion, Civic  Clubs,  Church  Schools,  Church  Libraries,  Public 
Libraries,  and  Book  Stores  might  aid  in  furthering  reading 
growth.  In  small  communities  without  public  facilities, 
the  school  might  accept  the  responsibility  for  providing 
library  usage  to  school  children  during  the  summer  months. 
Keeping  the  school  library  open  and  featuring  story  hours 
for  pre-school  children  has  proved  successful  in  many  places. 

Publicity 
Publicity  which  directs  teachers,  pupils,  and  parents 
to  a  realization  of  the  part  that  the  library  plays  in  the 
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school  is  vital  to  the  proper  functioning  and  growth  of  the 
school  library.  The  ideas  which  are  presented  in  this  re- 
port have  accumulated  from  exchange  of  procedures  within  the 
Library  Service  Group  and  from  a  wide  collection  of  books  and 
bulletins. 

The  Folk  County  School  Library  Association 

At  the  pre-school  meeting  in  Bartow,  1943,  a  group  met 
in  the  interest  of  the  library,  but  there  was  no  formal  or- 
ganization.  After  such  a  stimulating  experience  in  the  1943 
Workshop,  the  group  was  eager  to  do  all  possible  for  the  de- 
velopment of  centralized  libraries. 

In  1943,  Miss  Eunice  Keen,  Lakeland  High  School  Librar- 
ian, was  the  only  trained  librarian  in  the  Polk  County  Schools, 
Several  librarians  had  a  few  hours  training,  but  Miss  Keen  was 
the  only  graduate  with  a  major  in  library  science. 

In  November,  1945,  a  form  letter  concerning  the  organi- 
zation of  a  Polk  County  School  Library  Association  was  sent 
out.   After  a  round  table  discussion  of  library  problems, 
this  organization  was  formed  December,  1945.   The  following 
officers  were  elected: 

President Eunice  Keen 

Vice  President Leona  Davis 

Secretary. Bernice  Holm 

Treasurer Helen  Early 

Miss  Keen  served  as  president  of  the  organization  until 

the  election  of  Mrs.  Holm,  1948-49. 
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1947  Workshop17 

Another  forward  step  for  library  service  is  shown  in 

the  following  report  of  the  1947  Workshop  Library  Group: 

Director:  Dr.  Milton  W.  Carothers, 

Director  Tallahassee  Branch 
University  of  Florida 

Library  Consultant:  Miss  Pauline  O'melia,  Elementary 

School  Library,  Elmont  School, 
Elmont,  New  York. 

This  group  in  Winter  Haven,  Florida,  set  up  the  follow- 
ing objectives: 

General  Objectives: 

To  enable  the  teacher-librarian  to  solve  her  in- 
dividual problems  so  that  the  school  library  will  func- 
tion more  effectively  in  the  total  program. 

Specific  Objectives: 

The  following  problems  were  presented  at  the  first 
meeting:  book  selection  in  the  elementary  school  li- 
brary; organizing  and  developing  a  picture  and  general 
information  file;  the  simplest  way  to  catalog  books  for 
an  elementary  school  library;  reviewing  as  much  of  the 
Dewey  Decimal  System  as  is  practicable  for  elementary 
school  use;  factors  to  be  considered  in  discarding  books; 
and  increasing  children's  interest  in  the  use  of  the 
library. 

The  group  set  up  a  model  library  suitable  for  elementary 

schools  and  opened  it  to  the  entire  workshop.  A  library  of 

units  borrowed  from  the  General  Extension  Division  was  set  up 

in  the  Main  Library  for  use  of  all  teachers. 


17.  General  Extension  Division,  Report  of  1947  Workshop, 
pp.  75-82. 
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Ace  ompli  shment  s 


The  Library  Service  Group  accomplished  the  following: 

1.  Reviewed  briefly  and  discussed  such  book  selec- 
tion aids  as: 

The  Children's  Catalog 

The  Horn  Book 

The  American  Library  Association  Booklist 

Wilson  Library  Bulletin 

Basic  Book  Collection  for  Elementary  Grades 

Florida  State  Library  Book  List 

2.  Learned  how  to  file  a  book  order  correctly,  to  check 
invoice,  and  to  process  new  library  books  more 
easily  and  efficiently. 

3.  Discussed  best  ways  to  develop  picture  and  general 
information  files  in  an  elementary  school  library© 

4.  Discussed  and  made  sample  cards  for  a  catalog  in  an 
elementary  school  library. 

5.  Reviewed  and  discussed  as  much  of  the  Dewey  Decimal 
System  as  is  practicable  to  use  in  an  elementary 
school. 

6.  Discussed  factors  to  be  considered  in  evaluating 
books  for  discard. 

7.  Discussed  ways  of  increasing  children's  interest  in 
the  use  of  the  library  by: 

Having  attractive  bulletin  board  displays 
Making  the  library  a  happy,  cheerful  place 
Keeping  books  in  good  repair 

8.  Previewed  the  film,  "Know  Your  Library,"  to  evalu- 
ate its  usefulness  as  a  teaching  aid  in  the  school 
library. 

9.  Discussed  organization  and  planning  of  library 
routines. 


Recommendations 
To  the  Director  of  Workshop: 
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1,  That  less  time  be  devoted  to  preparing  reports  and 
more  time  thus  be  made  available  for  solving  indi- 
vidual or  group  problems. 

2.  That  the  opportunity  to  work  with  a  large,  well- 
balanced  juvenile  book  collection  would  crystalize 
workshop  experience  for  all  workshop  participants, 
as  well  as  for  the  Library  Service  Group. 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools; 

1.  That  steps  be  taken  to  acquaint  teachers  and  prin- 
cipals with  problems  involved  in  developing  school 
libraries  that  are  truly  functional,  for  their  suc- 
cess depends  on  their  recognition  of  its  importance. 

2.  That  the  film,  "Know  Your  Library,"  be  made  avail- 
able throughout  the  county. 

3.  That  when  conditions  permit,  measures  be  taken  to 
lighten  the  teaching  of  teacher-librarians  in  the 
larger  schools  proportionately,  much  as  the  teach- 
ing load  of  administrators  has  been  adjusted. 

This  chapter  has  given  the  outstanding  steps  in  the 

development  of  Polk  County  Libraries.   The  next  chapter  shows 

what  has  already  been  accomplished  due  to  these  developments. 


CHAPTER  III 
LIBRARY  SURVEY  AND  ITS  INTERPRETATION 

The  investigator  felt  that  the  best  method  of  obtaining 
information  concerning  the  development,  growth,  and  value  of 
Polk  County  Elementary  Libraries  would  be  through  the  pre- 
paration of  a  questionnaire  which  would  be  applicable  to  the 
elementary  libraries.   After  a  careful  study  of  the  important 
steps  in  the  development  of  Polk  County  Libraries,  the  ques- 
tionnaire, included  in  the  appendix  of  this  study,  was  for- 
mulated. The  explanatory  letter  which  accompanied  the  ques- 
tionnaire is  also  included  in  the  appendix. 

This  questionnaire  was  presented  to  the  principals  and 
librarians  of  Polk  County  at  a  meeting  of  the  Polk  County  Li- 
brary Association,  September,  1948.  At  this  time  the  purpose 
of  the  study  was  explained  and  the  opportunity  was  given  for 
questions  concering  the  questionnaire  and  the  study.  Follow- 
ing this  presentation  of  the  questionnaire,  two  copies  of  it, 
together  with  the  explanatory  letter,  were  given  to  each  elemen- 
tary school.   One  copy  was  for  the  principal  and  the  other  copy 
was  for  the  librarian. 

Forty-one  schools  received  the  questionnaire  and  forty- 
one  returns  were  made.   This  is  an  unusual  record  for  a  ques- 
tionnaire. It  shows  splendid  interest  and  cooperation  on  the 
part  of  supervisors,  principals,  and  teacher-librarianso 

The  enrollment  of  the  forty-one  schools  totals  11,233 
pupils.  The  schools  represent  the  following  grades: 


1 

6 

4 

- 

8 

1 

- 

8 

1 

- 

9 

1 

- 

3 

4 

- 

6 
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Number  of  Schools        Grade s 

23 

1 
6 
5 

1 
1 

Due  to  the  physical  set-up,  seven  of  the  elementary 
libraries  include  higher  than  the  sixth  grade.   It  is  in- 
teresting to  note  that  the  majority  of  the  elementary  schools 
include  the  first  six  grades. 

Of  the  forty-one  schools,  all  have  centralized  libraries 
except  one.  This  school  has  799  books  in  classroom  collec- 
tions and  is  now  planning  a  new  building  with  adequate  provi- 
sions for  a  centralized  library.  These  libraries  were  or- 
ganized as  follows: 

Number  of  Schools     Year  Organized 


2 

1941 

3 

1942 

3 

1943 

5 

1944 

3 

1945 

4 

1946 

7 

1947 

2 

1948 

11 

no  reply 

The  first  concerted  effort  for  library  service  in  Polk 
County  was  at  the  1943  Workshop,  Note  the  progress  from  1943 
to  1948,  It  is  also  interesting  to  compare  the  other  dates 
of  important  steps  in  library  development  given  in  Chapter  II: 
1944  Workshop,  1945  Polk  County  Library  Association  Organiza- 
tion, and  1947  Workshop,  The  growth  from  two  centralized  li- 
braries in  1941  to  forty  centralized  libraries  in  1948  shows 
not  only  rapid,  but  continuous  progress. 
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These  forty  centralized  libraries  are  served  by  teacher- 
librarians.   These  librarians  receive  a  small  monthly  salary 
supplement  which  is  the  same  amount  for  all  libraries  regard- 
less of  size.   The  smallest  library  reports  72  books  and  the 
largest  reports  2,210  books.  Yet,  the  librarians  for  these 
libraries  receive  the  same  supplement. 

The  teacher-librarians  report  the  following  training: 

Librarians  Hours  Training 

33  Less  than  6  semester  hours 

7  6  to  23  semester  hours 

Even  if  the  librarians  would  like  more  training,  the 
teacher-librarian's  salary  supplement  does  not  offer  much  in- 
centive for  growth. 

There  is  not  a  full-time  librarian  in  the  elementary 
schools.   In  one  school,  grades  4-8,  the  librarian  has  study 
halls  and  does  no  teaching,  but  in  most  of  the  schools  the 
librarian  carries  a  full  time  teaching  load.  Whenever  possi- 
ble she  is  relieved  of  such  duties  as  yard,  hall,  or  cafe- 
teria. 

The  physical  set-up  varies  in  the  schools.   The  following 
reply  was  given  to  this  question: 

Do  you  have  an  adequate  physical  set-up? 

Number  of  Schools      Number  of  Schools 
13   -  Yes  27   -  No 

Prom  the  above  reply,  it  is  easily  understood  why  all  the 
teacher-librarians  felt  that  the  school  personnel  should  share 


-  29  - 

in  planning  the  school  plant.  Forty-one  schools  answered, 
"Yes,"  to  that  question, 

Lane^S  states  that  few  elementary  school  buildings  in 
this  country  are  planned  primarily  in  terms  of  their  use  for 
the  comfort  and  delight  of  children.  He  believes  that  the 
architect  should  find  out  in  advance  what  the  several  func- 
tions or  uses  of  the  school  plant  are  to  be;  taking  these 
into  consideration,  he  should  build  outward  and  not  try  to 
impress  the  out-of-town  visitor. 

The  system  of  classification  of  books  commonly  used  in 
school  libraries  is  the  Dewey  Decimal  System.  This  system 
divides  all  knowledge  into  ten  main  classes,  with  other  sub- 
divisions in  units  of  ten.  Each  book  is  assigned  a  classifi- 
cation number,  which  groups  it  with  other  books  on  the  same 
subject.  19  rphe  abridged  outline  is  used  in  classifying  books 
in  Polk  County  Elementary  Libraries. 

Thirty- eight  of  the  forty  centralized  libraries  use  the 
Dewey  Decimal  System  in  the  abridged  form.  The  following  li- 
brary cards  are  reported: 

Number  of  Schools      Library  Cards 

36  Author  Cards 

4  Subject  Cards 

22  Shelf  Cards 

2  Analytical  Cards 

31  Title  Cards 


18.  Robert  Hill  Lane,  The  Principal  in  the  Elementary  School, 

pp.  87-88. 

19.  Florida  State  Department  of  Education,  Florida  School  Bulle- 

tin. Library  Manual,  (December,  1943),  vol.  vi,  no.  3,  p.  9. 


-  so  - 

The  elementary  libraries  are  rapidly  becoming  better 
organized  each  year,20  In  the  Polk  County  Elementary  Li- 
braries the  inventory  is  taken  as  follows: 

Number  of  Schools  Inventory 


25 

Annually 

6 

Semi-annually 

1 

4  times  per  week 

1 

3  times  per  week 

1 

Each  8  weeks 

1 

Weekly 

5 

No  report 

The  books  are  obtained  from  the  state,  the  district, 

gifts,  and  various  ways  worked  out  by  the  schools.  The 

Parent-Teacher  Association  has  contributed  generously  to  the 

library  in  some  schools.  In  one  library  with  a  total  book 

collection  of  2,894  books,  the  Parent-Teacher  Association 

gave  2,343  books.   The  total  number  of  books  reported  in  the 

forty-one  elementary  schools  and  how  they  were  obtained 

follows: 

How  Obtained       Number  of  Books 

State  12,811 

District  10,050 

Gifts  6,196 

Other  16.475 

Total  45,432 

The  district  and  state  have  furnished  about  half  of  the 

books  reported  in  the  elementary  libraries. 

The  distribution  of  books  per  pupil  for  the  county 

equals  four  books  per  pupil. 

The  distribution  of  books  per  pupil  for  the  forty-one 

schools  follows: 


20.  Ibid,  p.  27 
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Number  of  Schools 


Number  of  books  per  pupil 


4 

1.35 

to 

1.99 

11 

2.00 

to 

2.99 

4 

3.00 

to 

3.99 

10 

4,00 

to 

4.99 

2 

5.00 

to 

5.99 

4 

6.00 

to 

6.99 

3 

8.00 

to 

9.99 

1 

11.00 

to 

11.99 

1 

12.00 

to 

12.99 

1 

15.00 

to 

15.30 

The  smallest  number  of  books  per  pupil,  1.35  and  the 
largest  number  of  books  per  pupil,  15.3,  shows  a  great  dif- 
ference in  range. 

The  following  records  show  the  distribution  of  state 
books  in  the  forty-one  schools  and  the  percentage  of  state 
books  in  each  library: 


Number  of  Schools 

1 

5 
10 
10 

5 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 


Percentage  of  State  Books 
in  Each  Library 

0 

1  to  9 
10  to  19 
20  to  29 
30  to  39 
40  to  49 
60  to  69 
80  to  89 
90   to  100 

undivided 


The  median  falls  within  20  to  29  percent.  One  school 
reports  no  state  books  and  one  school  reports  100  percent 
state  books. 

The  district  books  according  to  the  percentage  found 
in  each  library  follows: 
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Percentage  of  District  Book3 


Number  of  Schools 

in  Each 

Library 

15 

0 

5 

1 

to 

9 

4 

10 

to 

19 

1 

20 

to 

29 

4 

30 

to 

39 

2 

40 

to 

49 

1 

60 

to 

69 

3 

70 

to 

79 

2 

80 

to 

89 

3 

90 

to 

100 

1 

undivided 

The  median  falls  within  10  to  19  percent.  Fifteen  of 
the  schools  report  no  district  books. 

Most  of  the  schools  charge  a  fine  for  overdue  books. 

The  report  concerning  fines  follows: 

Amount  Charged 
Number  of  Schools        for  Overdue  Books 

4  No  Charge 
7  1^  per  day- 
lS  2£  per  day 

2  5$zf  per  day 

3  No  Report 

The  median  for  the  library  fee  is  two  cents  per  day. 
This  is  the  amount  recommended  by  the  workshop. 

Some  of  the  schools  feel  that  a  reading  record  kept 

either  in  the  library  or  in  the  classroom,  stimulates  the 

reading  program.  The  following  beginning  has  been  made  in 

this  direction: 

Number  of  Schools         Reading  Record 

6  Kept  in  Library 

9  Kept  in  Classroom 

25  No  Record  Kept 

Many  times  the  most  up-to-date  and  authoritative  mater- 
ial available  for  enriching  the  school  program  is  contained 
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in  magazines,  newspapers,  pamphlets,  advertisements,  and 
bulletins  of  various  kinds.2  Even  the  smallest  library  has 
need  for  a  vertical  file  to  house  its  collection  of  pic- 
tures and  pamphlets.   These  files  are  called  vertical  files 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  material  is  in  standing  position. 
The  report  for  the  work  accomplished  in  vertical  files 
follows: 

Number  of  Schools         Vertical  File 

13  Yes 

20  No 

5  Starting  One 

2  No  Report 

Polk  County  realizes  what  value  a  school  program  re- 
ceives from  a  good  audio-visual  aids  program.   At  the  Septem- 
ber Principals1  Meeting  in  Bartow,  it  was  announced  that  with 
the  last  purchase  for  this  program,  the  county  averaged  fifty 
cents  per  pupil.   The  schools  report  the  following  audio- 
visual equipment: 

Number  of  Schools     Audio- Visual  Equipment 

22  16  mm.  sound  projector 

15  Combination  slide  &  film  strip 

8  Opaque  projector 

1  Ampro  Machine 

14  No  equipment 

The  schools  reporting  equipment  represent  8,762  chil- 
dren. Thus  72  percent  of  the  children  have  this  enriched 
program.  The  fourteen  schools  reporting  no  equipment  repre- 
sent 2,471  children. 


21.  Ibid,  p.  31. 


22.  Jewel  Gardiner  and  Leo  B,  Baisden,  Administering  Library 
Service  in  the  Elementary  School,  p.  50. 
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Many  of  the  schools  are  starting  their  own  film  li- 
braries.  At  present  281  motion  picture  films  and  film 
strips  are  reported. 

In  Bartow  the  county  has  an  excellent  film  library. 
The  material  from  this  library  is  in  continuous  use  through- 
out the  c  ounty „ 

There  are  many  sources  from  which  good  films  may  be  ob- 
tained. The  county  has  furnished  the  schools  with  an  Index 
to  Free  Material  Files  which  lists  excellent  sources  of 
material. 

Some  of  the  schools  are  beginning  to  work  on  files  of 
recordings.   The  seventeen  schools  reporting  a  file  of  re- 
cordings, also  report  a  total  of  678  records.  These  record- 
ings are  of  great  value  in  the  development  of  proper  music 
appreciation. 

Twenty-one  schools  have  a  radio.  They  report  the  follow- 
ing uses  made  of  radios: 

Music  Appreciation 

Special  Programs 

News 

Sports 

Weather 

Social  Studies 

Book  Reviews 

Educational  Programs 

The  library's  primary  concern  is  to  make  itself  known 

to  the  students.  If  the  atmosphere  is  pleasant,  if  the  room 

is  attractive  and  inviting,  if  the  student  feels  satisfied 

and  finds  what  he  came  to  get  he  will  be  a  satisfied  customer 

and  return  for  more.  He  may  tell  his  friends  or  bring  them 

along  on  his  next  trip.  If  his  initial  visit  is  unpleasant, 
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O'Z. 

he  can  be  depended  upon  to  report  that  too. 

The  libraries  reported  the  following  types  of  publicity: 
Number  of  Schools       Type  of  Publicity 


34 

Bulletin  Boards 

22 

Display  Tables 

16 

Newspapers 

16 

Exhibits 

6 

Contests 

1 

Public  Address  System 

Prom  a  book-centered,  through  a  child-centered,  and 

into  a  life-centered  school,  gives  the  community  school 

24 
first  place  from  a-human-needs- to-be-met  viewpoint.   Thus 

the  libraries  are  realizing  the  importance  of  publicity  di- 
rected to  the  community. 

The  following  publicity  directed  to  the  community  was 
reported; 

Number  of  Schools      Type  of  Publicity 


19 

Parents'  Night 

10 

Social  Gatherings 

3 

P.  T.  A. 

6 

No  report 

13 

No  publicity 

The  main  source  of  publicity  directed  to  the  community  is 
through  Parents'  night,   Polk  County  has  excellent  Parent- 
Teachers  Associations.   They  have  been  of  inestimable  value 
to  our  elementary  libraries. 

Before  the  organization  of  centralized  libraries,  the 


23,  Marie  D,  Loizeaux,  Publicity  Primer,  p,  73 
24 •  Edward  G.  01 sen,  School  and  Community,  p,  11 
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majority  of  the  schools  used  classroom  collections.  Boxes 
of  books  from  the  high  school  and  the  county  office  were  dis- 
tributed among  some  of  the  schools.   The  schools  report  the 
following  types  of  library  service  before  the  organization 
of  centralized  libraries: 

Number  of  Schools         Type  of  Service 

21  Classroom  collections 

8  Book  boxes  from  high  schools 

or  county  office 

5  •  Public  library 

1  Principal's  office 

1  Civic  Club  Reading  Center 

2  No  service 
2  No  report 

The  teacher-librarians  receive  a  salary  supplement  for 
their  service  in  the  library.  When  asked  if  this  salary  sup- 
plement were  adequate,  the  following  replies  were  received: 
Number  of  Schools        Answers 

32  No 

5  No  report 

1  Yes 

1  Not  for  larger  schools 

1  Yes,  for  smaller  schools 

1  Depends  on  responsibilities 

and  help  from  teachers 

One  school  only  reported  salary  supplement  satisfac- 
tory. This  school  has  a  unique  situation  due  to  the  fact 
that  this  is  the  only  school  where  the  librarian  is  not  a 
classroom  teacher,  but  has  charge  of  study  halls. 

The  schools  are  eager  to  improve  their  libraries.   The 
following  suggestions  show  that  they  have  given  time  and  con- 
sideration to  this  part  of  the  questionnaire: 
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Number  of  Schools     Suggestions  for  Improvements 

8  Supervising  or  part-time  librarian 

for  smaller  schools. 

6  Pull  time  librarian  for  larger 
schools. 

5  Full-time  librarian» 

3  Full-  or  part-time  librarian. 

7  More  time  for  teacher- librarian. 

4  More  trained  librarians. 

2  Full-time  librarian  who  could  assist 
in  remedial  reading. 

3  Instructing  teachers  how  to  co- 
operate with  librarian  and  how  to 
encourage  the  use  of  the  library0 

3  Helpers  assist  in  processing  new 
books. 

1  Centralized  library  for  preparing 

books  for  shelves, 

1  Library  bound  books. 

5  Greater  volumes  of  books. 
1           More  low-level  material. 

1  County  supply  sufficient  books. 

1  More  biographies,  historical  stories, 

and  simple  stories  of  literary  value. 

1  Purchasing  list  not  so  circumscribed. 

4  More  equipment--f ile  cabinets,  audio- 
visual aids,  mending  material,  re- 
cordings and  files. 

3  Increases  allocation  for  library  pur- 

poses. 

6  Adequate  physical  plant. 

1  Principal  provide  for  effective  use 

of  library  by  teachers  and  pupils. 
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Number  of  Schools     Suggestions  for  Improvements 

1          Assistance  in  setting  up  summer  re- 
creational library  program  through 
the  use  of  the  elementary  school 
library. 

1  Paid  clerical  help0 

1  Book  mobile. 

3  Adequate  salary  supplement  for 

extra  work  and  responsibility  of 
the  librarian. 


This  chapter  has  given  the  results  obtained  from  the 
Polk  County  Elementary  Library  Survey,  except  the  section 
dealing  with  library  value.  This  is  presented  in  Chapter 
IV. 


CHAPTER  IV 
VALUE  OF  POLK  COUNTY  ELEMENTARY  LIBRARIES 

To  those  who  recognize  the  value  of  centralized  elemen- 
tary library  service  in  the  enrichment  of  the  elementary 
school  program,  the  following  reports  from  Polk  County  ele- 
mentary Schools  will  be  a  stimulating  experience. 

To  those  who  have  not  realized  the  value  of  centralized 
elementary  library  service  in  the  enrichment  of  the  elemen- 
tary school  program,  the  following  reports  will  be  a 
challenge. 

A  school  with  an  enrollment  of  350  pupils: 

Our  library  has  been  a  source  of  joy  since  its  be- 
ginning.  It  is  used  by  every  class,  both  for  read- 
ing purposes  and  for  music  appreciation.   All 
teachers  and  children  cooperate  fully  in  its  use. 
It  is  open  all  through  the  day  and  it  is  used  con- 
stantly. 

A  school  with  an  enrollment  of  171  pupils: 

We  find  our  library  an  indispensable  part  of  our 
school.   Children  like  to  read,  if  they  have  mater- 
ial that  is  interesting  and  easy. 

A  school  with  an  enrollment  of  100  pupils: 

Our  library  has  been  in  the  process  of  becoming  cen- 
tralized for  almost  two  years;  however,  we  have  just 
this  year  obtained  space  for  it  apart  from  a  regular 
classroom.  Its  housing  in  a  classroom  hampered  the 
work,  but  in  spite  of  the  inconvenience,  over  the 
two  year  period,  there  have  been  steady  increases  in 
the  number  of  books  read.  Greater  variety  in  choice 
of  books  is  noted. 
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A  school  with  an  enrollment  of  375  pupils: 

Although  our  library  has  been  a  collection  of  books 
donated,  by  kind  friends  for  many  years,  it  has  been 
really  organized  only  a  year.  Not  one  cent  was  ever 
spent  on  it  until  1943,  when  some  books  were  pur- 
chased with  surplus  textbook  funds* 

The  library  has  always  been  housed  either  in  a  separ- 
ate room  or  in  the  study  hall*   Until  last  year,  it 
had  served  the  junior  high  mostly;  while  books  for 
the  elementary  grades,  (except  for  one  year  when  we 
had  a  centralized  elementary),  as  well  as  the  junior 
high  library.   Despite  its  handicaps,  the  library  has 
served  the  junior  high  fairly  well. 

New  library  periods  are  scheduled  for  each  grade  once 
a  week.   Fully  95  percent  of  the  students  check  out 
books.   The  primary  teachers  find  it  more  helpful  for 
them  to  check  out  books  to  use  in  their  own  rooms  for 
a  period  of  time, 

I  am  proud  of  student  participation  in  the  library 
program  and  of  their  enjoyment  of  recreational  read- 
ing. 

I  only  wish  I  could  inspire  the  teachers  to  find  out 
what  is  in  the  library,  so  that  they  could  vitalize 
their  teaching.   I  realize,  however,  that  there  is  not 
much  time  to  do  all  the  things  we  ought  to  do. 


A  school  with  an  enrollment  of  525  pupils: 

Our  library  grew  out  of  a  room  library  having  gift 
books  only.   It  now  has  purchases  concentrated  more 
on  unit  material,  rather  than  straight  fiction:   it 
trains  librarians  in  a  participating  program;  it  set 
up  a  remedial-reading  testing  program  and  a  "Free" 
reading  program  for  literature  classes;  it  set  up  a 
professional  shelf  for  teacher  use,  and  now  has  all 
grades  using  the  library  one  to  four  periods  per 
week, 

A  school  with  an  enrollment  of  401  pupils: 

We  feel  that  our  teachers  will  relate  their  work  most 
effectively  to  the  library  to  the  extent  that  they: 

1,  Recognize  the  part  the  library  plays  in  build- 
ing democratic  citizenship. 
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2,  Understand  the  contribution  of  the  library  in 
developing  personal  and  social  integration, 

3,  Value  the  service  of  the  library  in  helping  to 
build  socially  desirable  specific  attitudes  and 
in  contributing  to  the  creation  of  a  permanent 
sense  of  values. 

4,  Recognize  the  place  of  library  experience  in 
building  study  habits, 

5,  Plan  learning  experience  as  a  cooperative  enter- 
prise to  which  teacher  and  librarian  can  make 
mutually  valuable  professional  contributions, 

6,  Keep  informed  concerning  the  availability  of 
new  materials, 

7,  Cooperate  with  other  teachers  by  suggesting  in- 
terests which  might  be  stimulated  through  li- 
brary exhibits, 

8,  Accept  full  responsibility  in  providing  learn- 
ing experiences  in  how  to  use  books  and  libraries, 

9,  Provide  opportunity  for  children  to  give  expres- 
sion to  interests  growing  out  of  their  exper- 
ience with  books, 

10,  Give  evidence  of  enthusiasm  for  books  as  sources 
of  information  and  as  sources  of  enjoyment  and 
inspiration, 

11,  Share  responsibility  for  evaluation  and  selec- 
tion of  books, 

12,  Recognize  the  classroom  and  library  as  labora- 
tories for  learning  the  principles,  ideals,  and 
practices  of  democracy. 


A  school  with  an  enrollment  of  155  pupils: 

The  value  of  the  library  to  our  students  is  high  now, 
but  with  more  librarian  time  allowed,  we  believe  that 
the  value  of  the  library  to  the  school  would  be  highly 
increased,  both  to  pupils  and  teachers. 
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A  school  with  an  enrollment  of  63  pupils: 

Our  library  is  small  yet.   However,  many  children 
read  books  and  have  acquainted  themselves  with  the 
library.   They  would  not  have  had  a  chance  other- 
wise. 


A  school  with  an  enrollment  of  738  pupils: 

The  library  is  the  one  extra-classroom  organization 
that  is  invaluable  to  the  classroom  teacher.   It 
offers  opportunity  for  development  of  independent 
information  acquiring,  finding  specific  information, 
sorting  facts,  comparing  and  evaluation  information, 
in  an  informal  classroom  situation  that  is  possible 
nowhere  else. 


A  school  with  an  enrollment  of  450  pupils. 

The  library  was  organized  by  parent  and  teacher  co- 
operation.  It  has  meant  a  great  deal  to  the  students. 
The  students  enjoy  the  use  of  the  library  and  are 
anxious  to  serve  as  assistants  in  the  circulation 
and  preparation  of  books. 


A  school  with  an  enrollment  of  587  pupils: 

The  library  is  an  enrichment  to  the  school  program. 
It  is  an  asset  to  any  school. 


A  school  with  an  enrollment  of  99  pupils: 

Our  library  is  a  valuable  asset  to  our  school  and 
community.  Many  children  do  not  have  magazines  or  a 
daily  newspaper  coming  into  their  homes.   They  enjoy 
those  placed  in  the  library. 

Both  teachers  and  pupils  use  the  reference  material 
to  an  advantage.  Most  of  the  pupils  and  teachers 
are  using  books  in  the  library.   Some  of  the  grades 
have  a  library  period  once  each  week. 


A  school  with  an  enrollment  of  300  pupils: 

The  library  is  of  value  in  our  school  as  it  aides  in 
promoting  reading.  It  is  a  source  of  information  in 
all  classes  at  all  grade  levels. 
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A  school  with  an  enrollment  of  200  pupils: 

Through  our  Parent  Teacher  Association,  we  have 
raised  some  money  each  year  since  1941,  for  the 
purchase  of  library  books.   The  local  Elks'  Club 
gave  $100.00  for  the  purchase  of  a  recording-player 
and  some  records.   Each  year  we  have  added  some  im- 
provement. We  have  added  one- third  our  floor  space 
by  removing  a  partition.  We  got  a  magazine  rack  and 
a  bulletin  board  made  by  our  head  janitor.   Our 
supervising  principal  secured  for  us  a  four-drawer 
wooden  file  for  shelf-list,  book-cards,  and  student 
record  cards.  Last  year  our  janitor  built  a  cabinet 
for  our  records  from  apple  boxes  and  scrap  lumber. 

The  value  of  the  library  to  the  children  is  beyond 
measure.   Through  the  years  we  have  watched  them 
show  more  and  more  interest  in  reading  good  books. 
We  have  seen  individual  children  gain  two  or  three 
years  in  reading  ability.  We  have  rejoiced  to  hear 
requests  for  material  on  various  and  sundry  things. 
We  have  begun  to  build  an  appreciation  of  good  music, 
too.   This  is  much  slower. 


A  school  with  an  enrollment  of  450  pupils: 

Our  school  library  is  serving  a  great  need  in  our 
school.   Teachers  and  pupils  are  enthusiastically 
supporting  it.   It  is  in  use  and  open  through  the  en- 
tire day.  We  wouldn't  be  without  it. 

A  school  with  an  enrollment  of  650  pupils: 

We  consider  our  library  the  heart  of  our  school  and 
reading  program.  It  is  used  100  percent  by  our 
faculty. 


A  school  with  an  enrollment  of  170  pupils: 

Our  library  has  developed  rapidly.  We  gathered  our 
books  from  the  classrooms,  (about  200  books),  in 
1945,  and  started  our  centralized  library.   Last 
year  the  entire  school  enjoyed  reading  periods,  but 
now  it  has  been  converted  into  a  classroom  with  only 
book-shelves.   Each  teacher  takes  the  books  she  needs 
to  her  room. 
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A  school  with  an  enrollment  of  175  pupils: 

Our  library  is  an  integral  part  of  our  program. 
We  have  an  attractive  cottage  for  it  and  the  chil- 
dren look  forward  to  reading  periods  in  their  li- 
brary. 


A  school  with  an  enrollment  of  35  pupils: 

Children  have  become  much  more  interested  in  read- 
ing and  studying  by  themselves. 


A  school  with  an  enrollment  of  209  pupils: 

Growing  fast.   Could  not  teach  without  it  and  do 
a  good  job. 


The  above  reports  from  the  Polk  County  Libraries  in 
Elementary  Schools  show  a  keen  understanding  of  the  value  of 
the  library  to  the  total  school  program. 


CHAPTER  V 
SUMMARY,  CONCLUSIONS,  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS 

SUMMARY 

xhis  investigation  has  shown  the  growth  and  the  develop- 
ment of  library  service  in  the  enrichment  of  the  Polk  County 
Elementary  School  Program  in  order  to  furnish  a  base  for  the 
future  planning  of  Polk  County  Elementary  Library  Service. 

Library  servi  ce  is  an  indispensable  part  of  the  elemen- 
tary school  program,  where  the  elementary  classroom  program 
is  flexible  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  pupils. 

ihe  libraries  supplement  the  regular  reading  program, 
xhis  is  a  means  of  enriching  the  child's  experiences.   The 
most  desirable  plan  is  to  take  the  entire  class  to  the  li- 
brary for  a  reading  period.  During  this  time  the  teacher  has 
the  opportunity  of  giving  guidance  in  meeting  individual  dif- 
ferences,  xhus  it  is  a  great  aid  to  the  remedial-reading 
program, 

A  reading  record  kept  In  the  library  or  in  the  classroom 
has  a  stimulating  effect  on  both  teachers  and  pupils, 

rhe  participation  by  the  students,  teachers,  supervisors, 
and  administrators  has  been  shown  throughout  this  investigation 
by  the  consistant  planning  and  guiding  in  the  development  of 
elementary  library  service, 

xhere  are  forty  centralized  libraries  in  the  Polk  County 
Elementary  School  program,   rhe  organization  and  development 
of  these  libraries  have  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  excellent 
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county  work shops. 

The  books  in  these  libraries  have  been  obtained  pri- 
marily from  three  sources:  gifts,  state,  and  district. 
These  books  have  been  unequally  distributed  on  a  per-pupil 
basis  and  also  on  a  per-school  basis.   There  has  been  a 
wider  distribution  of  state  books  than  district  books. 

Most  of  the  libraries  use  some  form  of  publicity.  Bul- 
letin boards  and  display  tables  are  more  used  than  any  other 
form. 

Many  of  the  schools  are  directing  publicity  toward  the 
community.  Forty-six  percent  have  parents'  night,  and  twenty- 
four  percent  are  encouraging  social  gatherings.   However,  fif- 
teen percent  made  no  report  and  thirty-two  percent  reported 
they  directed  no  publicity  toward  the  community, 

When  possible  the  libraries  are  centrally  located  in 
order  to  serve  more  easily  the  needs  of  the  whole  plant. 
This  is  the  ideal  location,  but  due  to  old  buildings  and  some 
poorly  planned  newer  buildings,  sixty-eight  percent  of  the  li- 
braries are  reported  inadequate  in  their  physical  set-up, 

Polk  County  has  progressed  rapidly  in  its  audio-visual 
aids  program.   Seventeen  schools  report  equipment,  enriching 
their  program  for  seventy-two  percent  of  Polk  County  Elemen- 
tary pupils.  Hov/ever,  fourteen  schools  report  no  equipment. 
Most  of  these  are  the  smaller  schools,  but  they  represent 
twenty-eight  percent  of  the  pupils. 

The  music  program  is  being  enriched  by  many  of  the 
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schools  obtaining  good  record  players  and  good  recordings. 
This  particularly  encourages  a  program  of  music  apprecia- 
tion. 

The  librarians,  almost  exclusively  teacher-librarians, 
are  compensated  equally  by  a  small  monthly  salary  supple- 
ment, irrespective  of  the  size  of  the  school.   Eighty  per- 
cent of  the  librarians  have  from  one  to  six  semester  hours 
training  in  library  science.   There  is  not  a  librarian  with 
a  major  in  library  science.   Most  of  these  librarians  have 
full-load  teaching  responsibilities,  with  relief  from  certain 
duties  whenever  possible. 

The  elementary  libraries  have  made  outstanding  progress 
in  the  classification  of  materials.   The  teachers  and  pupils 
have  cooperated  in  this  work.  The  abridged  form  of  the  Dewey 
Decimal  System  is  used.  Most  of  the  schools  have  completed 
author  cards  and  title  cards.  Many  are  working  on  shelf 
cards,  analytical  card,  and  subject  cards.  Many  have  verti- 
cal files  and  a  few  are  starting  them  this  year. 

This  summary  of  the  growth,  development,  and  value  of 
Polk  County  Elementary  Libraries  in  the  enrichment  of  the 
elementary  school  program  leads  to  the  following  conclusions: 

CONCLUSIONS 

Centralized  libraries  are  an  integral  part  of  the  Polk 
County  School  Program. 

Cooperation  on  the  part  of  administrators,  supervisors, 
teachers,  and  pupils  is  necessary  for  a  functional  library 
program. 
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The  development  of  a  centralized  library  program  Is 
dependent  on  consistant  guidance  and  planning  by  the  state, 
the  county,  and  the  individual  schools. 

Even  though  the  Polk  County  Elementary  Library  Pro- 
gram has  made  rapid  growth  and  progress,  it  is  of  value  to 
pause  for  an  over-all  picture  of  the  program  in  order  to 
evaluate  what  has  already  been  accomplished.  From  this 
evaluation  the  following  recommendations  are  made: 

RECOMMENDATIONS 


1«   Increase  the  salary  supplement  for  teacher-librarians  as 
soon  as  possible. 

2.  Provide  full  time  librarians  for  the  larger  schools. 

3.  Provide  part-time  librarians  for  the  smaller  schools. 

4.  Encourage  librarians  to  increase  their  training  in  li- 
brary science. 

5.  Keep  more  library  or  classroom  reading  records. 

6.  Provide  greater  volume  of  books  with  more  material  to 
meet  individual  differences. 

7.  Increase  allocation  for  library  books  and  related  mater- 
ials, equipment,  and  supplies. 

8.  Set  up  a  summer  recreational  library  program  through  the 
elementary  schools. 

9.  Direct  more  publicity  toward  the  community. 

10.  Improve  the  physical  plant  as  soon  as  possible,  with  the 
school  personnel  included  in  the  planning. 

31.  Distribute  state  and  district  books  on  a  per-pupil  basis 
and  a  per-school  basis. 

32.  Give  special  consideration  to  the  schools  with  no  audio- 
visual aids  program, 

13.   Encourage  the  use  of  the  public  library. 
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14.  Recognize  the  classroom  and  the  library  as  laboratories 
for  learning  the  principles,  ideals,  and  practices  of 
democracy, 

15»   Commend  those  who  have  had  any  part  in  the  growth  and 
development  of  the  Folk  County  Elementary  Libraries 
which  are  providing  the  rich  experiences  so  important 
in  the  elementary  school  program. 
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APPENDIX 

POLK  COUNTY  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  LIBRARY  SURVEY 
(By  permission  of  the  Office  of  public  Instruction) 

1.   School Date 


2.  Number  of  pupils Grade_ 


3.   Librarian:   Full-time Part-time 


Teacher- librarian Training_ 

4.   Do  you  have  a  centralized  library 

V/hen  established        


5.  Do  you  have  an  adequate  physical  set-up_ 


6.  Do  you  think  school  personnel  should  share  in  planning 

the  school  plant 


7.   Do  you  use  Dewey  Decimal  Classification 


Author  card Title  card_ 

Subject  card Shelf  card_ 

Analytical  card 


8.  How  often  do  you  take  inventory_ 


Number  of  books:  State District Gifts_ 

Obtained  in  other  ways Total_ 


9.  Do  you  charge  a  fine  for  overdue  books how  much_ 

10.  Do  you  keep  a  pupil  reading  record  in  the  library_ 

11.  Do  you  have  a  vertical  file_ 


12.  What  audio-visual  equipment  do  you  have:     16  ram.  sound 

projector combination  film  strip  and 

slide  projector opaque  projector 

Do  you  have  a  film  library Number  of  films 
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13.  Do  you  have  a  file  of  recordings Number_ 

14,  Do  you  have  a  radio How  used 


15.   Check  the  types  of  publicity  used:   Newspapers_ 

Display  tables Exhibits 


Posters  &  bulletin  boards Contests_ 

16 o  Do  you  have  publicity  directed  to  the  community 


Social  gatherings Parents'  night_ 

Other  community  publicity 


17.   What  type  of  service  did  you  have  before  the  organization 
of  your  centralized  libraries:    Book  boxes  from  the  high 

school Classroom 

Libraries  Other  service 


18.  Do  you  consider  the  salary  supplement  for  elementary  li- 

brary service  adequate 

19.  List  suggestions  for  improving  Polk  County  Elementary  Li- 

brary Service 

20.  Information  concerning  the  development  and  value  of  your 
library  to  your  school.   (Please,  use  the  reverse  side  if 
needed  for  answers  to  19  and  20). 
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The  following  letter  accompanied  the  questionnaire: 


Central  Elementary  School 
Lake  Wales,  Florida 
September  18,  1948 


Dear  Principal  and  Teacher-Librarian: - 

The  Office  of  Public  Instruction  has  given  permission 
for  a  survey  to  be  made  of  the  Polk  County  Elementary  Li- 
braries.  This  study  is  concerned  with  the  development, 
growth,  and  value  of  elementary  library  service  in  the  en- 
richment of  the  Polk  County  School  Program.   It  will  provide 
a  county  record  of  the  progress  that  has  been  made  and  will 
be  helpful  in  the  future  planning  of  elementary  library  ser- 
vice. 

Any  suggestions  concerning  the  improvement  of  library 
service  or  any  information  concerning  the  value  of  library 
service  to  your  school  program  will  be  compiled  without 
reference  to  any  particular  school  or  person.  Feel  free  to 
make  suggestions  or  relate  how  your  library  has  been  of  value 
to  your  school  program. 

in  answering  the  survey,  answer  whatever  is  applicable 
to  your  school.  Please,  add  any  suggestions  that  you  con- 
sider would  be  helpful  in  this  survey. 

This  study  is  being  conducted  by  a  member  of  the  Gradu- 
ate School,  Florida  Southern  College,  Lakeland,  Florida. 

A  stamped  envelope  is  enclosed  for  your  convenience. 
Tour  cooperation  will  be  appreciated. 


Sincerely, 


(Mrs.)  Mary  Pearl  Hodges 
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